


These last few weeks have been interesting for me. For the 
first time, my 15 month old son was sick with a fever and my 
wife and I, being the typical first time, overly cautious par-
ents that we are, have been on edge. With a few late night 
calls and even a last minute trip to the doctor’s office, need-
less to say, we’ve been slightly distracted. So I figured, since I 
haven’t been interviewed yet, this as good a time as any to 
introduce myself. My name is Anthony Severy and I’m a sec-
ond year Civil Engineer with Cannon in the Public Infra-
structure department and the Assistant Newsletter Editor for 
the ASCE San Luis Obispo Chapter. 

I was born in San Diego, California, but mainly grew up in 
Tulare, California. Unless you own a dairy, or you know 
someone who does, you’ve probably never heard of Tulare. 
Tulare is in the Central Valley, about half way between 
Fresno and Bakersfield off Highway 99. Tulare is known as 
the “Dairy Capital of the World,” and used to be a relatively 
small town, but within the last 10 years has grown dramati-
cally. I grew up in the country with pretty much every ani-
mal you can have domesticated, and I was even in 4-H. Dur-
ing high school, my brother and I built an underground fort, 
with a large main room and separate rooms with tunnels 
branching out. It survived for a few years, until it was ran 
over by a tractor. Apparently at that time, designing for a 
tractor disaster was out of the project scope. I’d have to say 
this was my first “engineering” related experience, and it was 
a lot of fun. 

Shortly after graduating high school, I moved to the Central 
Coast. I knew I wanted to go to Cal Poly, so I figured the 
closer I was to Cal Poly, the more likely I was going to be able 
to make it there. I was one of the lucky few who had to work 
his way through college, and living closer to campus was a 
good motivator for me to keep working for it. Once I moved 

to the Central Coast, I started attending Allan Hancock Col-
lege in Santa Maria part time, all while pushing a broom at 
Villa Automotive in San Luis Obispo, and taking night semi-
nars for automotive. I had a passion for working on cars and 
know it could help pay for college. After a few years, I 
worked my way up to RV Technician, completed seven auto-
motive certificates, four AA degrees with Allan Hancock Col-
lege, and finally transferred to Cal Poly for Civil Engineering. 
Once I got into Cal Poly, I applied for an internship with 
Cannon and was hired on part time in the Civil Department. 
I continued to work part time with Villa Automotive and 
Cannon, while attending Cal Poly, and once I graduated, I 
was hired on full time as a Civil Engineer with Cannon. My 
tools are now retired in my garage and are now used solely 
for my personal use. 

I currently work for Cannon in the Public Infrastructure De-
partment in the San Luis Obispo Office. I feel very fortunate 
that I get to see both the design and construction side of Civil 
Engineering. Not only have I helped design a few Waterline 
Improvement projects for the city of Paso Robles and the 
Nipomo Community Services District, but I’ve also done 
Construction Observation/Inspection for both water and 
sewer improvements. I’ve recently completed the design for 

(Continued on page 4) 

LOCAL - Back by popular demand, we will be meeting just 
hours after the April ASCE meeting. Come on down to 
Downtown Brew and meet up with your many local CE  
friends. This place is chalk full of things to do - play pool, get 
a discounted tri-tip meal, drink a home brew - the options 
seem endless, and if nothing else, it’s a great chance to relax. 
Keep in mind that Farmer’s Market will be going on right 
outside, so bring your friends and then head out into the 
springtime fun afterwards. 

What?   Happy Hour & Pool! (Tri tip/pint $6.99 &  
  half price house brews) 
Where?  Downtown Brew, 1119 Garden St., SLO 
When?   Thursday, April 15th, 5:15- 6:15 p.m. 

For more information on this hour of fun or if you have ideas 
for future events, please contact Carolyn Berg at (949) 422- 
3616 or ckberg2@gmail.com. 

L.A. YMF – Kern River Water Rafting/Camping Trip: 
June 25-27. Join the LA YMF group for a little whitewater 
fun. The trip includes two nights of camping, a half-day of 
rafting, inflatable kayaking, meals, and drinks for just $180!  
What a deal! If you’re interested, contact Rocio Duran at 
rduran129@hotmail.com or (714) 614-0727. 

YMF CORNER 
Shoot Some Pool and Eat Some Tri-tip 
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This training will provide a comprehensive overview of the 
California Emergency Management Agency, CalEMA Safety 
Assessment Program, practical building evaluation exercises, 
criteria for assessing the degree of severity of facility and 
lifeline systems damage, and procedures for posting and 
barricading. Other hazards will also be covered. The ATC 20-
1 Field Manual:” Post-Earthquake Safety Evaluation of 
Buildings” and additional training materials will be 
provided. 

All registered SAP evaluators must be professionally 
registered engineers, professionally licensed architects, 
certified building officials or inspectors. One may attend 
without the above qualifications, but will not receive a State-
issued CalEMA card. 

Date:  Friday, June 25, 2010 

Time:   8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Location: Cannon  
  1050 Southwood Drive 
  San Luis Obispo, CA 

Cost:   $50 prior to May 21, 2010 
  $60 after May 21, 2010  
  ASCE members receive a free lunch 
  Lunch is $10 extra for non-ASCE Members 
  Cash or check accepted.  
  Please make checks payable to ASCE.  

Registration: Through June 11, 2010 
  You are not considered registered until  
  your registration fee has been received. 

Contact:  Marshall Pihl (marshallp@cannonassc.com) 

Don’t forget, this month is SCE’s 4th Annual Popsicle Stick 
Bridge Contest and we still need a few volunteers!  Students 
will design, construct, and test their bridges at Cal Poly. Last 
year’s winner held over 1,000 pounds, so get ready to be 
impressed by our local youth’s innovative designs! This 
event is in conjunction with the Cal Poly Open House, so 
grab your tennis shoes, come watch OR volunteer as check-
in host or contest judge, experience the exciting load testing, 
meet the contestants, then head out to see what Cal Poly has 
pulled together for this year’s Open House. 

Upcoming Outreach Event: 

What?   Cal Poly Popsicle Stick Bridge Contest 
When?  Saturday, April 17th, 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Where? Cal Poly, Building 13 

Sign up now to volunteer for:  

• Bridge Contest: April 17 
• Concrete Frisbee Workshop: May (TBD) 
• Concrete Frisbee Competition: June 17-19 

Contact Carolyn Berg at (949) 422-3616 or 
ckberg2@gmail.com if you have some outreach ideas or 
want to get involved. 

In conjunction with the upcoming National Concrete Canoe 
Competition ASCE is hosting a Concrete Frisbee Competition 
for local professionals. The Competition will be June 17, 2010 
in conjunction with the June ASCE meeting. The Frisbees 
will be made by you and must be made out of concrete and 
have a diameter between 8 and 12 inches. Do not forget 
about your curing time. The Frisbee must be intact after com-
pleting a short frisbee golf course. The complete rules will be 
emailed out shortly. Start your planning, and contact Rob 
Down (805-544-3276 or rdown@earthsys.com) if you have 
any questions.  

Be sure to mark your calendar for the ASCE SLO Branch 50th 
Anniversary Celebration on the evening of  May 20, 2010 for 
what is sure to be a great time. UPDATE - The event will be at 
the Monarch Dunes Gold Club.  

Cost: $35 per person for the dinner and celebration 
 $75 per person to play in the golf tournament 

Featuring: 

• Golf Tournament! 
• Projects of the Year 
• Host CP and the  
 National Competition 

• People of the Year 
• Keynote Speaker  
 and Past Presidents 
• Raffle Prizes  
• More! 

ASCE SUPPORTS THE LOCAL SPECIAL OLYMPICS 

 SAN LUIS OBISPO / CENTRAL COAST BRANCH OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENGINEERS PAGE 3 

ASCE SLO BRANCH  
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Thursday Evening, May 20, 2010 

ASCE / STG TRAINING  
 Disaster Safety Assessment Program 

K-12 OUTREACH  
Shoot  Bridge Design and Testing 

Mike Britton  
explains the concept of buoyancy  during last 

 month’s visit to Grover Heights Elementary School 
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the waterline improvements that are to be built in conjunc-
tion with the San Luis Obispo County’s Willow Road Im-
provements in Nipomo. I feel it’s been extremely beneficial to 
my development as a Civil Engineer to see both the design 
and the construction aspects of Civil Engineering. Plus, I 
really enjoy being out doors and it gives me a strong sense of 
pride to see something I helped to design be constructed. 

Aside from my career, I’m happily married to a beautiful 
woman named Dolly and, like I mentioned earlier, we have a 
15 month old son, named Ethan. People always tell you that 
kids grow up so fast, but you never really understand what 
they mean until you have one of your own. Having a child is 
such an amazing and wonderful experience, that everyday I 
look forward to coming home and hearing all about Ethan’s 
latest shenanigans. But aside from playing with our little 
man, we enjoy going snowboarding, hiking, and this Forth of 
July, we look forward to taking our son camping for the first 
time in Tahoe. 

I hope you’ve enjoyed learned a little about me, as I have 
enjoyed learning about so many of you. For those of you 
who haven’t had the pleasure of being interviewed yet, be-
ware; I’ll be looking for you. Until then, I hope everyone has 
a happy Easter, and I’ll see you at the next ASCE meeting. 

~ Anthony J. Severy 

(Continued from page 2) 

It’s time to nominate outstanding projects and professionals 
for this year’s San Luis Obispo Branch Awards Program! The 
categories for nominations are as follows: 

• Outstanding Government Civil Engineering Project 
• Outstanding Private Sector Civil Engineering Project 
• Outstanding Sustainability Project 
• Outstanding Architectural Engineering Project 
• Outstanding Civil Engineer in Government 
• Outstanding Civil Engineer in Private Sector 
• Lifetime Achievement in Civil Engineering 
• Outstanding Younger Civil Engineer 
• Outstanding Faculty Advisor 
• Outstanding Practitioner Advisor 
• Outstanding Civil Engineer in Legislative Activities 
• Outstanding Civil Engineer in Community Service 
• Excellence in Journalism 

Nominations are due April 22, 2010. Award winners will be 
announced at our May meeting, and invited to present their 
projects during subsequent monthly luncheons. Please rec-
ognize the good work that civil engineers do for the society 
and the public and nominate projects and individuals that 
deserve recognition. Please call or email Jeff Spannbauer if 
you have any questions. 

Section was rejected and returned to us for further revisions 
– some were mistakes in the template they provided us and 
others were minor corrections that allowed us to be more 
consistent with how LA Section operates. Last month 
Courtney, Kari, and I made our final changes to this 
document and sent it back to the LA Section and it will be 
reviewed and hopefully approved at their board meeting 
April 7. If you are feeling slighted by not having to the 
opportunity to read the bylaws prior to our submission to the 
LA Section, fret not more!  You too will have the opportunity 
to not only read this amazing document, but also have the 
opportunity to vote in favor or against these new bylaws. 

 This brings me to the last item I’d like to discuss. For years 
our presence at the LA Section Board Meetings has been 
weak at best. Eight hours of drive time on top of a four hour 
board meeting has prevented many working SLO Branch 
Presidents from attending these meetings. This is all about to 
change. Jay Higgins (LA Section President) has assembled a 
committee (of which I am a member) to bring video 
conferencing to this meeting. This is exciting as it allows our 
voices locally to be heard by the larger ASCE organization. 
April 7 will be the first time in LA Section history that a 
Branch will attend their meeting via teleconferencing. That’s 
pretty exciting. 

Like I said… a lot is going on. I hope to see you at this 
month’s luncheon and get those nomination forms into me. 

     Thank you, 
~ Jeff Spannbauer 
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