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I can’t believe my year as President is coming to an end. I 
started out on this adventure with an unknown knowledge 
of how I could make a difference in our profession. I made 
three goals early on. The three goals were not earth 
shattering. They were goals that I thought were reasonable 
and achievable. My goals were to support other 
professionals, increase student attendance, and increase the 
professional attendance.  

Through the efforts of several professionals in our Branch, 
we started the process of developing a Report Card on the 
infrastructure on the Central Coast. Malcolm McEwin and 
Jeff Werst have been Champions of this project and put in 
many hours of their personal time organizing and meeting 
with other interested parties and outlining the steps on how 
to proceed. I want to take the time to personally thank these 
two individuals and all of the others that dedicated personal 
time. This is a project that develops the awareness of our 
profession and the need to invest money in to the 
infrastructure that supports our everyday activities. We are 
in need of new Champions to continue this project. If you 
are interested, please contact me or Jeff Werst to obtain more 
information. 

Supporting others such as the students at Cal Poly has 
always been a passion of mine. I worked with the students 
and encouraged their attendance at our meetings. Our 
Branch provided a $1,500 scholarship to a well deserving 
student this year. We donated to the SCE club and helped 
support students attend the Geo Challenge. I hope all 
professionals take any opportunity they have to provide 
support to the future engineering generation. 

My last goal was to increase attendance by our professionals 
at our monthly meetings. Throughout the year, we averaged 
between 45 and 55 people every month, with a record high 
of 67 people. This is a direct result of the officer group 
bringing in interesting topics and working hard throughout 
the year. 

In closing, I want to thank all ASCE members in San Luis 
Obispo for what I would claim as a successful year. I want to 
especially thank and offer my deepest gratitude to my 
officers: Jeff Werst, Courtney Howard, Jeff Spannbauer, Erin 
Westmoreland, Jim Hanson, Sylas Cranor, Dan Parker-King, 
Nola Engelskirger, Steve Tanaka, Malcolm McEwin, and Jeff 
Van den Eikhoff. I have had the pleasure of working with 
these talented and hard working engineers. These 

(Continued on page 3) 

At our luncheon in January, we had the opportunity to hear 
from owners and managers from some of the leading private 
engineering firms in this County. In the months following 
that meeting, many ASCE members told us that they wanted 
to see a similar presentation featuring staff from the public 
sector. Here is your chance! 

At this months meeting, you will get to hear from individuals 
representing the public sector - those panelists include: 
Paavo Ogren from the County of San Luis Obispo, Don 
Spagnolo from the City of Arroyo Grande, John Falkenstein 
from the City of Paso Robles, and David Whitehead from the 
City of Santa Maria. They will discuss their views on the 
industry today and provide a forecast for the upcoming year. 
Each panelist will give a brief presentation on their views 
and then the meeting will be opened to questions from 
anyone in the audience. This meeting will provide a great 
opportunity for all to participate. If you have any questions 
that you would like us to ask, please email them to Kari 
Wagner at kariw@wallacegroup.us.  

Please be sure to join us on September 18th at The Clubhouse 
in San Luis Obispo for what is sure to be a great discussion. 

SEPTEMBER 2008 MEETING:  
Public Agency Forum 

PRESIDENTS PERSPECTIVE:  
A Year To Remember 

SEPTEMBER 2008 MEETING 
 

LOCATION:  
The Clubhouse  
   at this Old House 
740 W. Foothill Blvd  
San Luis Obispo, CA  

DATE & TIME: 
Thursday, Sept. 18th 
12:00 pm (Noon) 

MENU:  
Food served buffet style, including: pesto pasta, pesto 
chicken pasta, broccoli & chicken fettuccini pasta, garlic 
bread, Clubhouse salad (creamy balsamic and 
gorgonzola dressing), iced tea, and sodas.  

RESERVATIONS:  
Please sign up by 1:00 pm Friday, September 12th, at 
the Branch web site (http://wwww.asceslo.org). For 
questions, contact Erin Westmoreland at (805)544-7407 
or by email at erinw@cannonassoc.com. The cost is $20 
for members or guests and $10 for student members. 
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It is my pleasure to introduce this 
month's featured member, Jeff 
Lambert of SLO County's design 
division. Jeff grew up in Mission Viejo 
and always felt strongly that he would 
enter into the engineering field. "I like 
the science of building better than the 
artsy architecture." He made the 
decision to stay in town to attend 
Saddleback CC where he got his 
associates  degree in  General 
Engineering. After three years, he 

decided it was time to leave home and 
headed north to Cal Poly.  

At Cal Poly he became active with both 
SCE and the Newman Catholic Center. 
His studies drifted towards an 
emphasis in water resource/treatment. 
His first internship was from 2003-2004 
with the Wallace Group. He put his 
education to use through assisting on 
the engineering of the Water and 
Wastewater Master Plans. While still at 
Poly, Jeff began another internship at 
RRM Design Group which turned into 
his first engineering position following 
his graduation from Poly in 2006.  

At RRM, Jeff worked on hydrology, 
improvement plans, and retaining 
walls. Jeff worked as an engineer at 
RRM on such projects as the Pismo 
Promenade board walk and one of San 
Jose's Fire Stations. He especially 
enjoyed working on the Avila Light 
House Driveway which consisted of 
3.2 miles of road - much of which is 
located on Diablo Canyon controlled 
property. Jeff learned a lot from the 
responsibility of guiding this project 
from its beginning to the construction 
phase.  

Following his work at RRM, Jeff was 
hired on by the San Luis Obispo 
County Public Works Design Division 
where he works directly under ASCE's 
Past President Jeff Werst. Only a 
couple months in, Jeff is already deep 
in the design of multiple projects. He is 
c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  o n  r o a d 
i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  A D A 
improvements in North County. He 
found it to be a big change moving 
from the private to the public industry, 

In our continuing effort to enhance 
communications between ASCE’s 
Regions, Sections, Branches and ASCE 
National, we are pleased to advise you 
of the following seminars: 

• Introduction to Tunnel Design and 
Construction 

 September 17-19 ~ San Diego 

• Dam Breach Analysis w/ HEC-RAS  
 September 17-19 ~ San Diego 

• Water Hammer in Transmission and 
Distribution Systems 

 September 18-19 ~ San Francisco 

A complete list of upcoming seminars 
and detailed descriptions of the 
seminars (by title) are available on 
A S C E ’ s  n a t i o n a l  w e b s i t e  a t : 
www.ASCE.org/conted/seminars.  

ASCE is proud to be partnering with the APWA Nevada Chapter to present a 
Technical Conference entitled "Partnering for Sustainable Infrastructure" in Lake 
Tahoe, October 1-3. Registration is now open at www.apwa-asce-fallconf.org. This 
conference will feature dual-track technical sessions, technical tours, an 
Octoberfest-themed banquet, a golf tournament and annual membership meetings. 
Please join us this Fall! 

but especially enjoys designing more 
and using a computer less.  

Jeff is still active with ASCE, attending 
the monthly meetings, and also with 
the Newman Catholic Center where he 
on the advisory board, working as a 
liaison between the center and alumni. 
In the last couple years Jeff has become 
active with a South Broad Street Focus 
Group that works to advise the City of 
San Luis Obispo how its citizens want 
to rezone and improve the streets and 
surrounding areas of South Broad 
Street. Jeff is also an avid golfer who is 
always looking for someone to 
challenge. Currently Jeff is working to 
become LEED accredited, and looks 
forward to a possible trip to Europe 
next summer before settling down to 
study for the PE next October.  

When asked if  he had ever 
experienced any especially difficult 
projects, Jeff responded "Like 
medicine, engineering is a practice. We 
are always finding new problems and 
we seek to solve them and learn from 
them."  

~ Daniel Parker-King 

UPCOMING ASCE CONTINUING 
EDUCATION SEMINARS 

ASCE/APWA JOINT TECHNICAL CONFERENCE 

MEET THE MEMBER - JEFF LAMBERT 
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If you have an event you would like posted at no cost, contact 
Sylas Cranor at 781-5260 or at scranor@co.slo.ca.us. 

The local chapter of the American Public Works Association 
meets on the second Wednesday of the month, every other 
month. For details, contact Jay Walter at jwalter@slocity.org. 

The Central Coast Branch of the California Land Surveyors 
Association usually meets the second Thursday of each 
month. Contact Rochelle Vierra at 549-3461 or 
Rochelle_Vierra@dot.ca.gov for more information. 

Cal Poly’s Society of Civil Engineers (SCE) welcomes local 
professionals to its regular meetings held alternate 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm in Room 13-118. For further 
information, contact Kari Wagner (kariw@WallaceGroup.us) 
or Jeff Spannbauer (jeffs@cannonassoc.com). 

The Central Coast Chapter of the International Code 
Council meets the first Thursday of the month at Margie’s 
Dinner. Contact Sylvia Aldana at 781-4671 or 
saldana@co.slo.ca.us for information. 

The American Institute of Architects meets the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at Vista Grande Restaurant (Cal 
Poly). For information, call Jeff Emrick at 549-8658. 

Engineers Without Borders meets on the second Wednesday 
of each month at Noon. For further information, contact 
Natalie Ergish at 547-5605 or Secretary@ewb-slo.org. 

The Central Coast Geological Society meets every second 
Tuesday. For information, contact Lou Blanck at 542-4626. 

individuals donated their personal time to make our Branch 
the best it can be. Again thank you.  

Taking on this position has been one of the most rewarding 
experiences I have ever had. I have learned and grown as a 
result of this experience. I have met and developed 
relationships with many new professionals in our area. I 
would like to thank everyone for a great year and I hope to 
continue seeing you over the next year. Good luck and I wish 
our incoming officers a fantastic year. Courtney Howard is 
an exciting and creative individual and will most likely shake 
things up. I am looking forward to her strong leadership 
skills and ingenious ideas on how to make our Branch even 
stronger. Thanks again for a great year. 

~ Kari Wagner 

(Continued from page 1) 

Location: Drury Inn & Suites San Antonio Airport 
San Antonio, TX; December 9 and 10, 2008 
Instructors: Dr. Sam Kiger, PE and Dr. Stan Woodson, PE 
  

This 2-day training course will cover explosion effects, blast 
mitigation, retrofit concepts, and blast resistant design of 
structures. Engineers, architects, first responders and others 
will benefit by understanding explosion effects and 
protective design methods. For more information and secure 
on-line registration go to www.blastdesigntraining.com or 
contact Dr. Sam Kiger at KigerS@missouri.edu or call 
(573) 882-3285. 

Please join us for the first AutoCAD Civil 3D User Group 
serving the Central Coast!!  

From 4:00-6:00 on Tuesday September 22, RRM Design 
Group will be hosting a Civil 3D Users Group. Dinner will be 
provided.  

U.S. CAD Technical Specialists will be speaking on: Key New 
Features in C3D ‘09, Civil 3D Survey, Pipe Design Basics, and 
Grading Design Tools.  

The User group will take place at 3765 South Higuera Street, 
Suite 102 in San Luis Obispo. Hurry! Space is limited!!  

Please RSVP to Jeff Rachel at 877-648-7223 or 
jeff.rachel@uscad.com  

Visit the ASCE-SLO Website at: 
www.ASCESLO.org 

UPCOMMING COURSE: 
Explosion Effects and Structural Design for Blast 

UPCOMMING EVENT: Civil 3D Users Group 

PRESIDENT PERSPECTIVE (CONT.) OTHER LOCAL EVENTS 

PRESIDENT 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT 
 
HISTORIAN 
 
TREASURER 
 
SECRETARY 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 
 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
 
WEBMASTER 
 
PAST–PRESIDENT 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
 COORDINATOR 
STUDENT CHAPTER  
 FACULTY ADVISOR 

Kari Wagner 
 - Wallace Group 
Jeff Spannbauer 
 - Cannon Associates  
Courtney Howard 
 - County of SLO 
Nola Engelskirger 
 - County of SLO 
Erin Westmoreland 
 - Cannon Associates 
Jim Hanson 
 - Cal Poly, SLO 
Sylas Cranor 
 - County of SLO 
Dan Parker-King 
 - RRM Design Group 
Steve Tanaka 
 - Wallace Group 
Jeff van den Eikhof 
 - Eikhof Design Group 
Jeff Werst 
 - County of SLO 
Malcolm McEwen 
 - Boyle Engineering 
Gregg Fiegel 
 - Cal Poly, SLO 

544-4011 
kariw@wallacegroup.us 
544-7407 
jeffs@cannonassoc.com 
781-1016 
choward@co.slo.ca.us 
788-2100 
nengelskirger@co.slo.ca.us 
544-7407 
erinw@cannonassoc.com 
756-6227 
jahanson@calpoly.edu 
781-5260 
scranor@co.slo.ca.us 
543-1794 
dparkerking@rrmdesign.com 
544-4011 
stevent@wallacegroup.us 
461-5560 
jav@asceslo.org 
781-4480 
jwerst@co.slo.ca.us 
542-9840  
mmcewen@boyleengineering.com 
756-1307 
gfiegel@calpoly.edu 

ASCE BRANCH OFFICERS 

Visit the ASCE National Website at www.ASCE.org 
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 ~ PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD ~ 
 

Contact Sylas Cranor @ 781-5260  
or scranor@co.slo.ca.us 

 AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENGINEERS 
 San Luis Obispo / Central Coast Branch 
 868 Islay Street 
 San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 
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